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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 



The present invention relates to a method for read- 
ing radiation image from a stimulable phosphor sheet in 
which a latent radiation image is contained^ and an appa- 
10 ratus for the radiation image reading method- 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

When a stimulable phosphor is exposed to a radiation 
15 such as X-ray, it absorbs and stores a portion of energy 
of the radiation. The stimulable phosphor then emits 
stimulated emission according to the level of the stored 
energy when the phosphor is exposed to stimulating light. 



20 utilizing the stimulable phosphor has been widely em- 
ployed in practice. This method utilizes a stimulable 
phosphor sheet (also called, radiation image storage pan- 
el), and comprises the steps of causing the stimulable 
phosphor of the phosphor sheet to absorb radiation energy 

25 having passed through an object or having radiated from 
an object; sequentially exciting the stimulable phosphor 
with a stimulating light such as a laser beam to emit a 
stimulated emission; and photoelectrically collecting the 



A radiation image recording and reproducing method 



